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irty-eightyears later,another Austrian

team comprising of Christoph Wimmer

and Bernhard Gander started workona

custom Vespa with said theme. Perhaps
mostunusually they decided to keep the original
8inwheels of the Vespa VBA butuse amodern PX
engine which they tuned, naturally. They fitted a
Pinasco 177 top end on the heavily ported
casings. Beinganicasil plated alloy barrel it
provides exceptional cooling capacity and
potential for further tweaking. One of their
mates, Wolfgang, provided them with a one-off
balanced crankshaft. All cylinder ports where
then enlarged and the set-up was rounded off
with a Malossireed valve,an OKO carband aPM
EVO exhaust. A long Polini primary drive also had
tobe installed to compensate for the small
wheels. Trueitis not the fastest set-up inthe
world but if you take into account the small
wheels and the factthatthe bike is stillon the
original brake drums, one is tempted to classify
them as mad! On the other hand however itis
quite similartothe role model; the Porsche 917
was also known to be faster than its tyres and
brakes could handle.

Apartfrom the engine they managed to install
quite afew gimmicks and details that make this
design sosuccessful. Thelights have been
convertedto modern LEDs, there is anice air
scoopin the glovebox panel and the engine side
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panels opens hydraulically viaarear hinge. My
favourite gimmick is however the opening
mechanism of the racing seat, which is disguised
as the emergency engine kill switch thatis
mandatory onevery race car.

The hardest partof the projecthowever wasn't
buildingitbutovercomingthe problem that
Christoph and Bernhard live more than 150 miles
apartfrom each other. Itis therefore quite
astonishing that they managed to pull this off in
justsix months from starttofinish. Christoph tells
me that Skype did help quite alotin overcoming
the distance problem. The only thing leftto doiis
add ahydraulic frontdisc brake conversion that
works with the original wheel. At this pointsome
people might askthemselves why notjust putthe
bike on 10in wheels from the start. It certainly
would have saved alot of trouble like converting
the PX engineto accept the 8in brake drums or
developing a one-off disc brake. Butthen, this
has beendone over and over before and while
the wheels might not be practical they do give the
scootits distinct low, sports car like look.

Itistruethat we have seenafew Gulfand
Porsche inspired scooters over the years but if it
is done well - and this one is - itis difficultto
growtiredof thisclassictheme. [
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